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CLAIMS 

What is Claimed is: 

1 . A computer-based networked system for coordination of a purchase document and approval of 
said purchase document by an approval chain having one or more signatories, comprising: 

means used by a requester to create said purchase document; 

first notifying means for notifying a processor of said purchase document, wherein the 

processor reviews said purchase document for completeness and accuracy and upon 

finding said purchase document to be complete and accurate, the processor forwards 

said purchase document to said approval chain; 
means for determining said approval chain for said purchase document; 
means for sending said purchase document through said approval chain, wherein each of the 

signatories approves said purchase order by affixing an electronic signature to said 

purchase order before said purchase document is forwarded to a next signatory in said 

approval chain for approval; 
second notifying means for notifying the processor of approval of said purchase document by 

said approval chain, wherein the processor is notified after a final signatory in said 

approval chain approves said purchase document; and 
means for printing an approval form, wherein said approval form contains information relevant 

to said purchase document and the electronic signature of each of said signatories in 

said approval chain. 

2. The computer-based networked system of Claim 1, fiarther comprising: 
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means for rejecting said purchase document by any one of said signatories, wherein the 
processor and the requester are notified of said rejection. 



3. The computer-based networked system of Claim 1, further comprising: 

means for accessing all purchase orders awaiting approval by each of said signatories. 

4. The computer-based networked system of Claim 1, further comprising: 

means for illustrating said approval chain, wherein an indicator is provided as each of the 
signatories approves said purchase document. 

5. The computer-based networked system of Claim 1, further comprising: 
means for notifying the requester of a need to amend said purchase order. 

6. The computer-based networked system of Claim 1, further comprising: 

means for completing said purchase document, wherein said computer-based networked 
system searches a database of existing purchase documents after the requester 
inputs a new part number which corresponds to an existing part number in said 
stock database. 

7. The computer-based networked system of Claim 1, wherein said first notifying means and 
said second notifying is by an E-mail. 
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8. A method of coordinating a purchase document and approving said purchase document by an 
approval chain having one or more signatories over a network, comprising: 
creating said purchase document by a requester; 

notifying a processor of said purchase document wherein the processor reviews s^d purchase 
document for completeness and accuracy and upon finding said purchase document to 
be complete and accurate, the processor forwards said purchase document to said 
approval chain; 

determining said approval chain for said purchase document; 

sending said purchase document through said approval chain, wherein each of the signatories 

approves said purchase order by aflBxing an electronic signature to said purchase 

document before said purchase document is forwarded to a next signatory in said 

approval chain for approval; 
notifying the processor of approval of said purchase document by said approval chain, wherein 

the processor is notified after a final signatory in said approval chain approves said 

purchase document; and 
printing an approval form, wherein said approval form contmns information relevant to said 

purchase document and the electronic signature of each of said signatories in said 

approval chain. 



The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 

rejecting said purchase document by any one of said signatories, wherein the processor and the 
requester are notified of said rejection. 
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10. The method of Claim 8, fUrther comprising: 

accessing a status for all purchase orders awaiting approval by each of said signatories. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 

illustrating said approval chain, wherein an indicator is provided as each of the signatories 
approves said purchase document. 

12. The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 

notifying the requester of a need to amend said purchase order. 

13. The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 

completing said purchase document, wherein a computer program searches a database of 
existing purchase documents after the requester inputs a new part number which 
corresponds to an existing part number in said database. 

14. The computer-based system of Claim 8, wherein notifying said processor of said purchase 
document and notifying the processor of an approval of said purchase document is by an E- 
mail. 



